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oe in the Ile PatL-s,did command 


THE 
GLORY AND HAPPINES| 
of a true Chriſtian. 


Reuelation: 3. verſe: 4+ 


IN ne thou hafl a few 
names yet tn yardis,which haue not 


defiled therr garments, and they ſhall 
walke withme in white :77c. 


&Þ N this Booke there is a 
deſcription of the ſtate of| 
the Church , Furſt; as it! 
was preſent when John 
this Booke of the Reuelation:' 
and this is in the three firſt Chapters 
(ct forth together with a deſcription 
of Chriſt that reuealed this. 'T he firſt 
's a propheticall prediction; or deſ- 
cription of the flate of the Church] 
as it ſhould be from that timecucn 
vnto the end of the world. 

The Lord Jeſs: appearing vnto 


im to write ſcuen-Epiltles vnto the 
ſeucn Churches in 4/ia: and here in 


the begining ofchis third Chapter 
A 2 he 


— 


er 
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The glory and happines | ; | 


he.is commaunded to write vntothe | 
Angell of the Church of Saraze; and | 
tis Epiſtle being the firſt in order 
rcacheth from the firſt verſe to the 
cighth verſe. Inwhich obſeruc a com- 
maundement giucn to write : Inthe 
| Epiltle there be three things to be 
| noted. The pretace or entrance into 
| the ſame, wherein Chri/t himſelfe is 
deſcribed by certaine roialties. The 
matter or ſubſtance of rhe 'Fpiſile. 
The Concluſion thereot. Yerſes. 5.6. 
In the prefice there be two grear roy- 
| alties giuen to Chriſt,the firit, thathe 
had the ſeuen ſpirits ot God, T he fe 
| cond, that he held the (cuen ftarres, 
and this was a fit Preface tor the mat- 
| terenſuing , for by bauing the ſeucn 
ſpirits of God, is to be vnderſtood, 
[ that he hath the manifold graces of 
| the ſpirit; and it was meete'this 
drowſic Church of Sar4e ſhould tFe | 
knowdge thereof; that had formerly } s 


P— —— - _— 


Vere I ' 283, 


{ſo ill husbanded the graces of God 
| which they had recciued, that they 


were ] ' 


JF 


XUM 
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= in amanner lolt, to the cad they| 
might know when they might re- 
[tore them againe. And ſecondly hee 
is ſaid co haue the ſcuen ftarres in his 
band. as in the firlt Chapter,26-20. 
verſes, which ſtars are the Miniſters 
of the Churches, whome Chriſt victh 
as his inſtruments & rooles to worke 
withall , yea he harh them ſo, that he 
can punnilh them it they become vn-| 
faithful. | 

Touchingrhe matter or ſubſtance 
of the Epiſtle, it containeth a repre- 
henſton of the Miniſter and people | 
of Sardze; for that hading formerly | 
receiued ſume grace and life from 
GoJ1, they were growen to that paſſe 
that Chriſt accounted them little ber- 
cer then ſtarke dead : Firſt, telling 
chem, I know thy workes,that is,thy 
deadneſſe in Gods ſervice. Now little | 
toy might they haue that Chriff 
knoweth this by them, that chey 
were no better 

And ſonow many aman may take 


: \ 
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little ioy ro remember that Chriſt 
knoweth his workes; he being a Bla(- 
| phemer,a Sabboth-þreaker, a drunk- 
ard, ora worldling &c. And little joy 
ler rhem haue tor me till they bea- 
ſhamed of theſe their workes, and til 
|they goe to make complaint ro God 
againſt chemſelues for their {innes, 
and ſccke to haue their eui{l conuer- 
ſation reformed. | 
As forthe Church of Swirna men- 
tioned in the ſecond chapter and 
verſe.g. that had a name to be paore, 
| but indeed was rich, it might be a 
ioy to it that Chriſt knew their works; 
tor though they were reproched and 
\ © [accountedto be Hippocrites, yet lith 
they did endeauour to walke Godly 
though in much weakeneſle; yet this 
is their comfort, that Chrif knowerh 
them, and alſo loueth and alloweth 
| of them, though wicked men doe| 


This Church of Sar ae is reproued 
| for that they had a name robe alftic, 


Fo. 


XUM 


both ſcorne and hate them. 6 


bur 
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bur yet were dead: Euen as Paw! faith, | *-Cor.3. 
That he could not write onto them as ſpi-/ 
ritual, but as carnal, for thatth y were 


| more carnall then ſpiritaall. So as this 
Church ot Sardze languiſhing and 
decaying in grace. 

Atrter this reprehenſion in the ſe- 


from this their cuill eſtate, and thar 
1», by Awakzng. Secondly, by watch- 
ing and prouoking themſclues to 
greater zeale in Gods ſeruice. Other- 
wiſe, He will come ſodenly as a theife wp- 
on them, and that in ſuch a ſort, that 
they would be loath, andalſo to their 
colt vnleſſe they repent. 

The Second part of the matter or 
ſubſtance ofthe Epiſtle isacommen- 


in this Church,which is in the fourth 
verſe, For he ſaith yet thou haſt a fewe 


garments,as hard as the world goeth. 


W 


cond verſe, he ſhewed them there- | 
medy how to recouer themſclues | 


dation of the better ſorr of Chriſtians | 


names in Sardie that had not defiled their | 


verſe. 2, 


verle.4. 


And though he could tell themby 


AS: -- name 


| 


—_—. 
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/name {they were but few) yet he 
knew them, and how they had zo: 
defiled their garments, buc had held 
out. in a Godly and zealoys courſe 
| of religion anſwerable to their pro- 
{ feſſion. Now vntotheſe he maketh a 
| promiſe in the next word, that they 
ſhallwalke with himin white, that is, in 
glorieand happineſle, for they are wor- 
thy, that is, in his account, in regard 
| ot the righteouſnefſe of Chriſt. 

Now ofthis verſcI would ſpeake 


|man that peraduenture'ſhall ſpeake 
{to yau bur once in my litc time; yet 
my intent and deſirc is to ſpeake vnto 


_ [all forts of profeſſors here preſent, for 


as it was In Sardze, ſo I ſuppoſe it is in 
this aſſembly, that there are ſome 
that walke godly, yet there be many 
moe that haueeither a name to liue, 
and yct are dead, orclſe dying. 
Heere be then three ſorts of per- 
ſons to be ſpoken of: and firſtof 
thoſe who onely hauca name to liue, 
| 2 that 


{at this time, bur yet becauſe I am a|. 
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chat is, an oplaion in themlſclues, 
and fo may be1n ſome others, (as ig- 
norant as themſciugs) that they be a- 
bon, yet in truth are dead, yea fone 
dead. 
The ſecond ſort are ſuch as ha- 
uing recciued and had, ſome graces 
of rhe ſpirit heererofore, they are 
now decayed in grace, and thoſe are 
heere called acompany of dead ones: 
theſe were nor quire Gd ,tor Chriſt 
doth bid them afterward #0 awake 
end ſtrengthen themſelues in thethings 
that were readie to die; they had ſome 
graces decaycd,and ſome languiſhing 
and dying in them. 

The Third fort of perſons heere 
mentioned were ſuch as hold vp thgr 
holy profeſhon with a godly conuer- 


ſation. The firſt ſort were dead Chri(- 


tians. The ſecond cold Chriſtians; 
and the third ſort were godly & zea. 


lous Chriſtians. And everie one of f 


vs here preſent are one ofthele three 
ſorts of perſons, . The firſt ſort be in a 
dam- 


— 


,yerſe,2, 
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; 
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for they are worthy. 
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damnable tjate & condition, yet theſe 
make the greatett thew , and of it be 
the greitett mulwtude. The ſecond 
ſort are-entred intoa drowhie courſe 
and they be dying, bur nor dead : 
and betng' growen cold in religion 
and fallen ttom their firſt loue, theſe 
be in a dangerous caſe, and ſuch the 
Lord will whippe and ſcourge, and 
by one meanes or other to driue 
home theſe ſtragling Chriſtians . 

The third ſortare happie and bleſ- 
ſed, enen_ ſuch as haue not deffled 
their garments, ſuch ſhalbe with Chriſt 
in white, that is in glory heereafcer, 


Oh thar I had an heart and tongue 
tkac I might ſo ſpcake and you ſo 
heare;thar ſuch of you that be naught 
become good, and thoſe that be de- 
cayed and cold, may become betrer. 

Touching the firſt ſort of men to 


be ſpoken of ;' they have anameto| 


line , but indeede are ſtarke deade , 
that is, they boaſt and bragge thar 


==... 


| 
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they haue caat which they hauenor, | 
an4 are that which they are not,ſuch 


I —— 


Efa.53. 
verle 2. 


wee hauc now, and ſuch wereinthe |yerte. 4. 


Prophet Eſaic his time, there were 
many chat coinplained that they had 
| [:afted, and rhar they had ſacrificed 
| [cohim, but it was not regarded. But 
| they were told by him that they had 
| /afted to flrifegyc. & their ſacrifice was 
az much eiteemed of God as it they 
had cut ofa doggs necke. So likewiſe 
1n /eremiethey did much boaſt of the 


Ter. 7. 
verſe. 58, 


cemple of the Lord , and of their ſer- |g. & 20. 


uice done there, bur yet faith the | 
Prophet,w-ll 1ee lie, ſkeale, Murther, co- 
mit adultery,ſweare, & yet ſtand before 
the Lordin his houſe. Alſo Tohn Baptiſt, 


herold ſuch as boaſted that Abrahaſ os | 
Y: 


was their father, that they were a genera- 
tion of Vipers. And our Saviour told 
thole that bragged they were free borne 
and Abraham his ſonnes , that they were 
of their father the diuell,tor his workes 
hey did,and did {o much reſemble 
him in their coditions, & were ſo like 
him 


—_ 


' d, 


—__——— 


| 
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bim, as it they had beene ſpucd our 
ot his mouth. So likewiſe the Church 
of Laodicea d1d boaji that ſhce was rich 
and needed nothing, yet they were wiet- 


| through pride and ignorance as ma- 


ched,miſerable, poore, blind: and naked, 
They decciued their owne hearts 


ny- others doe, ſaying, they were 
rich, and did not knowe indeede they 
were poore. Now belides thele, the 
diuell he commeth & tels ſuch kinde 
of perlons that their ſtate and caſe is | 
well inough, and would pcrſwade | 
ſome of the ſor warder ſort, that their 
condition is ftarke nought. 

* Buc be not deceiued for fleſh and 
bod ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of 
Ged. Againe, benot decciued, for 22 
fornicator &*c. 2 Cor. 6.9. Againe , 
Benot decciued, faith 1ames the A- 
poltle,m ſeemin? to be religious, and yet 
canſt net refraine thy tongue , this man 
his religion is in vaine, $0 [I ſay, be 
nor decciued, for though a man re- 
fraine many ſinnes, and yet retaine 


one | 
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one knowne {inne which he is loath 
ro forſake, that man cannor be ſaued, 
till hee hath repenred of it alſo. 

But now to come to particulars z 
there be divers ſorts of men that haue 
anameroliue , whoin truthare bur 
dead. ; 

The firſt ſort, are ignorant perſons 
that want knowiedg of God, and of 
religion : and of rhis kinde are many 
of the poorer fort , but yet you thafll. 
neuer heare them complaine of ts 
their wretched eſtate, bur will rather 
ſay they hope to be ſaued. Burt how? 
cuen by their good meaning! and\ 
good prayers, and good ſeruing of 
God &c. T hele men in their owne 
account are fiſh whole. | 

The ſecond fort, areſuchas1i1e 
in ſome groſle finnes as Swearing, Ly- 
ing, Curling and banning.Drunkes- 
neſſe and Vncleanneſle, Pride, Vſury 
and Conetuouſnefle, and ſuch ke 
damnable finnes : yet they thinke 
theireſtate good enough, bur it = 


ti tits > — OED | 
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| be rebuked for their linnes, and told 
[of Gods condemninz of them, then 
they hope they be notſo grear lin- 
ners but God can pardon them, and 
doe make account to diſpatch all 1 | 
the ead witha Lord haue mercie vp- | 
on mce. | | 

I be third fort of dex4 p:rfors, | 


nothing clſc but butic th* .1:{c ih) 
worldly bultnes, not reipecii., : ©: 
gion: Theſe men ate like vn/ .: 319 | 
is that run in theearth, ang ace cun- 
ning to know cucry mule in the 
ground, bur if they be taken our of ir 
they arcattheir wits end:and they Le 
alſo like vnto'fiſhes when rucy are ta- 
ken out of the water. 

T he fourth ſort, beectuill men, 
who hauing ſome reltraining, grace 
doe liucin a ciuill manner amon 
men,abſtaining trom common Jrods 
fifines , which are breaches of the 
ſecond table, and can ſay with the 


old phraſe, I thanke GodlI am notas 
other 


<—_—_—_— "— — 
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| much of their miniſters, yea, area- 


| neighbours haue dubbed them to be 


| ers may goetq heauen before them. 
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thermen. Bur yet thele men make 
no conſcience to pertorme the duties 
of the firſt Table, and yer are taken 
among their neighbours. to be very 
"LEY men, bur yet for hearing of 
the word, praying with their tami- 
lies they care not. Notwithſtanding 
{uch men doe not thinke that they 
haue any neede of Chriſt, and indeed 
Chriſt hath no ncede of them, Now 
ſuch miſerable perſons which thinke 
aciuill lite can bring chem to heauen 
alchough ignorant of the: grounds 
of religion; theſe men arein q mile- 
rable condition , howſoeuer their 


faire conditioned men, yet theyare 
farre of as yet fromthe ſtarcof ſalua- | 
tion, yea Many Publicans amd ſi7- 


The fifth ſort of dead Chriſtians, 
are ſuch as though they doe heare 
the "word of God diligently , - and 
thereby get knowledge , and make 


ble 
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ble ſometime to 'beare checks for 
their profeſſion” of rhe Goſpell, yer 
bee like the thorny ptotind 5" and 
doe retame ſome vile ſinne, as Pride, 
Vncleannefle , Couccuoulneſſe &c. 
They beingineuer truely humbled ; 
and nor hauing the gitr ot ſaving 
tairh , ſuch men may fall away trom 
their former profeſhon , ſome ſoo- 


| nerand ſome later, and may be with- 
| out true ſauing grace todoe them a- 
| ny good: 


All theſe fiue forts before defcri- 


bed ſhall not be ſeuered in their ſe- 
uerall eſtatcs as ſurc as the Lotd isin 
heauen, and why, becauſe they are 
all borne dead in treſpaſles and fins, 
and vntill they be loyned to Chriſt 
who is the fountaine of ſpirituall life 
for there is no life but in him ) they 
be ſtarke dead cuen-as the dinell, ſa- 
uing onely their poſhbilitic to be ſa- 
ued: Thou artasa Toad, yea, asa 
rotten carrion , and till thou haſt 
true faith, thou art ſtarke deade. 

_ Many 


| 


þ 


mm 


| God is in heaurn, 


' taken theſe fiue forts of dead Chriſti- 
| ans ont of your congregations ,}. I can 


1 —— —_— — 


| "of atrue C447 Vt. = . 


Many have commori Si; — 
knowledge, which may afterwards 
proue-pe rlecutots and fall away Ican 
cell thee, thou werg once ddd, now 
if thou canſt tellme when thouwert | 
made.aliue: If thou canſt ttuely ſay 
thou liueſt the life of grace; andart 
dead tolinne, andnot in ſinne, then | 
being dead, aliuez. take hcede this 
life of grace doe not decay. in.thee; | 

10r .gae out like a Candle z then 
ſhelt thou goe to. hceauen as ſine as 


Thou Ignorant: man, ; propharic 
worldling , ciuill perfon,, or Hyppo- 
ciite,, 'thon nothauing true faith ard 
thc ſpirit of ſantific: !tion, Icarne to 
know, as yet thoiu-art 1n the ſtate of 
damnation ; and ifthou dycſtin this 
condiuon, thou muſt goc from this 
 fir(t death to the ſcocond; death, which 
is endlefle . , Now when! you haue 


tell jou there will.bc but a few, Icft 
B bchinde: 


— —— ——————— 
AS. o- 


——_——_ 


——__— 


_ 


"The glory and happines | 


'> Cor.1;. 


| 


g loh, 5.25. 


behinde.But ſome man may ay, why 
doe you thus ſearch into vs of ourc- 
ſtates and of the danger of them ? 
Why , becauſe wee muſt fanne the 
chaffe from the wheate : And Paule 
doth bid you try and prour your ſelues 
whether you be in the faith or no, ana 
if yee be not in the faith, yee are no bet- 
ter then Reprobates, for ought as yet | 
yee know , or wee either . But wee 
ſeeamong men how much the backe 
and the belly is cared for, as for the 
poore ſoule that is little cared for . | 
Weeare combred about many things, 

but few are carefull for that one nced- 

| full thing, the reaſon is, for few arc 

eleted. 

Such as come to heare Gods word 
ſhould pray that the' Lord would raiſe 
\them- from the death of finne, for 
man nor Angell cannot doeir. In} 
the 5 of Tohn, The dead ſhall heare 
the oye of the Sonne of God and they 
{that heareit ſhall line. There be ma- 
ny which liue inthe viſible Church 
which 
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which ſhall be damned . Deftre that 
thou which art dead in the graueof 
finne ( euen as dead as Lazarus ) that 
the Lord would ſpeake powerfully by 
his word, and call thee out of this 
graue , Secke for the power of ſauing 
grace; for itis poſhble that thou which 
wert dead ,maiſt become alive, and thou 
that werta Perſecutor & as cruel as the 
layler, maiſt becoe humble, Thou that 
wert couetuous (as Zacheus)maiſt be- 
come liberall . Thou that art an Hyp- 
pocrite & but halfe a Chriſtian(as A- 
grippa maiſt becomea whole Chriſtia. 
And why not, weall of vs once were 
dead, & the beſt of vs drawne from a- 
mong ſuch as you be. Let this then be 
the day of yourriſing,if yeliue thelife 
of grace yee ſhall live thelife of glory, 
bur if yee go on in that natural courte, 
yeeſhall miſſe ofthat- glorious life. - 

And Iſpeakeit from my heart : I call 
heauen and earth to witneſſe, yee 
ſhall-be ſutely damned , and the grea-, 


ter ſhall your condemnation be, be- 


— _— 


As, 26, 
14, 34. 


Lidea and 


the lailor, 
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cane the Miniſters of God doenow 
rowle:you vp; and woe be rothe Mi- 
nitters that daube vp your conlcien- 
ces: 'It you goe on in your ignorance 
prophane, ciuill; or hipocr iticall cour 
les, yee ſhall furcly be damn«<d; and 
chis that is {poken th: s day ſhailbe for 
your further. condemnation: becauſe 
yee were! fairely' war ned,: but -would 
nor take heede ,'or take 2 faire war 
ning 


 Nbw king the ſecond ſortof 


Ghar tans, namely. ſuch as k2drecei- 
ued.trom the Lord fauing grace, but 
they were-much abarcd of that they 
wereat the firſt calling, of clſe flug- 
oiſh: theſe may be ſaid tobe of he 
econd forts alſo , whereof the firſt 


!areſuchas had be ee veryzealous and 


forward, butnow decayed. -Thec- 
cond ſort are thoſe that be drowſie 
Chriſtians, and were neuermuch ber- 
ter,hut ſtandataſtay, 
Concerning the firſt ſort; 'there 


- {de many men that haue beene very 


zealons 


—— 
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zeaious in the protcihon of the Gol-| 


pcil,,.and carctuli of good things. , 


which. be now talne in tempering! 


with the world,and.into much worlg- | 


[ly bulinefle, and foilow the faſhions 
and courſts of worldiings, arc much 
decayed in grace,and ſhametully talne 
from their tirſt loue. yet tas , many 
of theſe at. their firſt calling were 1 
forward as they could not tell how ta 
be thankefull enough and zealous &- 
novgh, but ſocncatter thy grew to 


be coid in zale, and very carcl (ig 
and remifle in the practice of goclt- 
nes : ſuchmcn inregard 0: Gods vn- 
changcable Ioue cannot quite tall a- 


way from the grace they haue recci-| 
uzd , yet they doe ſhametully difh9- | 
ner God, and giue occaiion of {can- 
dall and offence to others, and bi1ng 
ſorrow and ſmart ro their owne loules, 
and great ſhame & reproach cothem- 
ſclues & to other Profeſſors. For as a 
man that hath borne $kot 2nd4ſotr {as 
wee ay )ina towne, if he Le brough*: 


Bz 720 to! ml 
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to ſuch a poore eſtate, as thar hee is 
conſtrayned rorakealmes of his neigh. 
bours, it muſt needes be a greatgriefe 
and ſhame vnto him ; ſo is it with] VP 
theſe kinde of Chriſtians, whereas | 
| they ſhould grow forward in the loue 
| of God : as the light doth increaſe 
| > | afterthe Sunne newly riſen, they on - 
the other ſide grow backeward, and, 
this muſt needes be gricuous' vnto 
God; and it openeth the mouth of 
the wicked to the reproach of their + 


profeſſion ; and they will ſay , ſeeing 
| theſe forward men make aſtay of their 
$ forwardneſle in their courſe. what 
F neede wee ſet forward and beſo hott 
in the ſpirit, and they bring a ſlan- 
der vppon the land of Canaan, Thus 
many men when they were young 
were very zealous inreligion, and be- 
ing come to temperand deale in the 
| world, then they make a ſtay of their 
| forwardneſley like vnto a dogge that 
| at the firſt ſetting forth runneth ſwift- 


ly after the game or chaſe till he meete 
SHED | __with | 
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with a peece of carrion, then he ſt an- 
{ deth and gozth no further: And this 
befalleth vato theſe men, cirher be- 
cauſe they negle& the meanes, as 
prayer, hearing ofthe word and me- 
ditating vpon the ſame, it dane, yet 
very carele(ly , ſo that their zeale 1s 


rending ir, or putting fir matter to 
irto cherith it. But indeed the chiete 
cauſe of allthis decaying graceisthe 
louc of this vild world which caterh 
vp all, and hindreth greatly the 
growrh of godlineſſe : Euen as a 
great high Alh will ſuffer nothing to 


this commethn by reaſon of our plen-/ 
tie cauſed by our long peace. For eue-| 


how to make or feather his owne 


decayed as fire goeth ourfor want of | | 


chriue that groweth vnderic: And 


rieman almoſt now layeth about him;|- 


neſt, and to prouide ſtore of riches | 


for him and his poſteritie, And 
Chriſtians liuing among theſe world- 
lings, they learne to doe as they doe : 
butif wee had warres euery three or 
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| FLAT. yeares arid pur in fearc of the 


cnermie,, wee wouid then { lay, whar 


THhoutd'wee gather foimuch goods for 


the enzmic to ſpoylevs and them. 
Buroh\whara ſhame is it for a man 
oncertd/ make heatten his chicte trca- 
(ure, {hall now fallroſceking'ſo gree- 
gily after the earth, Can God take 
this well at our hands? No, ſuch 4s 
doeſte;melikevnton man yer having 
a comely woman -to his wite, ſha! 
tore ker, and ſeckeatrer the com- 
pany of ſome vild blouzeor baſe har- 
lor. ' Such cold Chriſtians may well 
'be ifhatred when chey doe teriouſly 
{cotiſider what rhey once were, ad 
| how what they are fallen into. 
*- Now forthe {ſecond fort of Chriſti- 
ans which reed to be awal.ed they 
Fareſuch as were euill, dul!, arid flug- 
ferh in-the practiſe af the duties of 
odlinefle, they hang as it were by 
the eyelids, for they hauing receiued 
of Godairtle meaſure of faith, and 


'of fanQifiing grace, are cofitent-to 


— 
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nc 


'_- [:oync with other good ttiings 
and company wit. Ge of the ' ror” 
warder fort, Buttheirlcruice ra God 
is 1g pooreand [0 cold, as its little 
V worth, and indeed rhe wad loue of 
| the werld eateth ypthelſe two, they 
heare the word, but vſc,no medi- | 
| racian, good conference and harty | 
prayer Qc. 

Als, Ifit were not for the world, 
many would be tar better then they | 
arc... Many Chriftians are like, Yr- | 

chings char grow not, ' they increaſe 
. nt 11 grace. Wee call ſuch, Chil- 
oren as. doz nat growe and thriue., | 
Changel'ngs.,andio aemany Chriſti- 
ans that ſtandata ſtzy, and fay.'they 
hope yct Chriſt dyed for them .- Poe 
cheyſay ſo? Why doe they nat. run 
on chearefully in their race , and ſay, 
| what (ball they render to 'Gad tor 
| their redemption? - Thou arr deli- 
ucted as it. were from the Red Sea, 

and ſreſtio many behindethce ſcram- 
lingand crawling inthe ſame, "i 
this 
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|giueſt him ſo cold and lazic ſeruice* 


this deſerue no better ſeruiceto God 
and thanks * It chou hopeſt for lalua- 
tion, is it (o little a mercie that thou 


[ would faith Chriſt &c, The Lordlo- 
ueth not the lazie ſeruice of Chriſtiis, 
northcir cold hearing of his word , 
or cold praying. If wee ſerue him 
chearctully heere, we ſhall haue ſome 
po bleſſing, anda farre greater 

ecrcafter, bur otherwiſe ler vs be 


aſſured we ſhall finde little comfort in 
cold ſeruice. 

Hitherro of the reprehenſion of | 
the two former ſorts of Chriſtians, 
whereof the firſt were ſtone dead. 

The ſecond decayed and drow- 
fie ones. | 
Be awake or be watchfull,and fire ngthen 
the things which remaine, that are rea- 
die to dye: for Thane not foundthy workes 
perfet# before God. 

Afﬀeer the reprehenſion for their 
deadnes and fleepines, he commeth 


now to ſhew them the remedie _ 
the 
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they may recouer their dangerous c- 
ſtare, which is , by bidding them 
Awake, and firenethes the things that 
are ready to dye. Wee know thatſuch 
as caſt behinde their company in a 
lorney, had neede ride faſter then 0- 
thers: And they that are caft behinde 
hand in the world had needecalſoriſe 
earlier and worke harder then their 
neighbours - Euen (o, theſe drowfie 
and dead harred Chriſtiis had neede 
now awake betimes, and riſe ſooner 
then they were wont, and fall harder 
ro worke, and vicall good meanes for 
their good, and to recouer their e- 
ſtate which once they had, orſhould 
haue had: And being awaked in| 
this ſort, let them confider what ic 
was that cait them behinde hand , 
and rowling vp themſelues by ear- 
neſt prayer, let them call to minde 
what was the hinderance of their 
zeale; whether it was the negle& of 
the meanes; as Prayer, hearing of the 
word, orclle this vilde worlde: and 


| 
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The.glory agd Happines | 
haaing Found the cauſcs thereot. let 
__ cucr,after {bake and caſt them 
Awake ,, God will not tmue mcn 
|char. proteſle religion, zo lie ſnorring 
in (inne: 1s-thisa. time for Chritt 
jansro_ flgepe cucn'49.the midday ot 
the Golpell.? He that fleeperh in 
harue(t times the ſonne of contulion. 
When will men be zealous tor Ga , 
if nornow when wee, haue ſo many 
meaags it9; incite vs thereunto,. 4s 
the prezching of the Gotpell , peace 
in;our land &c. Are nat thcy very, 1a- 
|zie.chat will lie ang {lcepe till genora 
leuen of the clocke ? Is this atime ot 
ſleeping when the:Lord doth ſhogre | 
{ of [ſs many warning peeces by our 
| eare#7 As namely, ſo many ſtrange 
ſicknelles and dilcaſes; fearctull fiers, 
{and invndations of, waters, vnſcaſo- 
nable weather bath .in. winter and 
ſommer.. . The Lord doth not. (© 
much looke ar the propbanes of the 
world, as at the deadneſſe, eo_ 

' an 
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and drowlinefieof Protefiors:: T his 
moueth' him-rocanger, that they, be 
no bercer, airhou; bby the Miniſters 
of. his word; and:by his Iudgments 
hedoth cry aloud: vnto Ys;:yet maſt 
men are” ftil] a:tleepe . Awake for 
(hame thou tharnow ſleepstt: , 


The Lord: feckerh ro 10wze vs vp 


out of this greedy-Joue ofthe. world:, 


tor why dortvheclſe rake away fo.ma-| 


ny os our neighbiwrs goods;fome by 
twey ſome by water. Hee pincbeth vs 
afour former. allow-1nce, -butnot to 
che: end wee ſhould: eficeme; of this 


world.” Our long peace hath brought | 


inriches, and thar:hath earen vp re- 


lIgion.. 'Manyrhaud a deſ{iretobedo:| 


ing ſome good-durie, Hutalasitis doe 
very poorely, They pray, butitis 
verycoldly and a er Theybeare 
the word ,: but without. meditation, 
andfo it beconinerh- as-it were in. 
manner vnprofitable. }. + 

And ſtrengthen the things that arg ready. | 
to 7 he. Here is {till more good coun(e!l, 
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tle poore Cottage to hide their heads 


ther, but they are more deſirous to 
grow more wealthy, ſoas they may 
well maintaine themſclues and their 
familie, yea, to haucalſo ſomewhat 
moreto releeue and helpe others ( if 


them: So ought Chriſtians to grow 
ſoin graces of the ſpirit , as they may 


Wee mult ſtrengthen then our ſeclucs 
in graces receiued, and grow ftronger 
therein, then when wee firlt recerned 
them. Euecn as children, the older 
they grow, the ſtronger and taller, 
euen ſo muſt Chriſtians grow, ftron- 
gerand taller in grace. The Apoftle 
Peter witheth vs to ioyne YVertue with 
Faith, ana with Vertne Knowledge: and 
with Knowledge Temperance. oc. And | 
the Apoſtle Paule alſo ſayeth, Comer 

after o_ giftes. 1 Corin. 14. 1. 

We ſhould be couctuons after grace. 
As merrarenot content to haue a lit- 


in, and ſo.much as may keepe them 
poorely to keepe life. and ſoule toge- 


neede be ) when they come vnto 


haue | 
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baue not onely ſufficient for their 
owne ſtore and neceſlitie, but alſoſfo 
much as may helpe to further others 
in godlineſſe, that they may as it were 
keepe open houſe for their friends, 
If wee haue much grace , wee (hall 
the moreglorific God, and draw on 
athers towards ſaluation , but hee 
that hath lictle grace, God ſhall haue 
little glory by him. Where God 
vouchſateth the meanesof attaining 
to grace abundantly, God thereby 
expeteth that wee ſhould grow 

ſtrong and wealthy Chriſtians. 
Butſome man may ſay,they hope 
they be Gods childrens but they 
"cannot very well tell. There area 
numberof Chriſtias thatare ſopoore 
in grace, that it they had any leſſe, 
they ſhould have none atall . If thou 
haft beene ſicke, art thou contene 
that thou art aliue, and canſt onely 
crawlevpand downe thy chamber ? 
"No but thou would(i faine be ſo ſirog, 
as thou maiſt goe abroad about thy 
worke: 
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rea alice weiltly in our 10utcs 1 wee 
{hould gdeitre ro become 1ttronaz,wmecn , 
lixe' Dawui.'s'worthics. tur clerc 
are:ma y poore Chiiftians who wauld 
doe {ome good tliing but the y.know 
notho.v to gocabout it. | hry aaue a 
Itcic taith ; and a lictie zcalo. Now 


1 


if: perſecution ſhonld | arite in - the 


| Charch theſe men would be ready to 


TUNnne aw iy tor all this 4 Thar being 
{oJet vs blow vp the fer of our zeale, 


| 254 maide ſeruant#1 the morning hn. 


ding but a little fire inthe hearth , 
doth pur fir marrer vnto ir & cheriſh 
itril{ ir be much 'mcreaſcd:; Solce- 
iis the Lord giucth vs his word , 
which is the meanes to kindle ; to 
cherth, and increaſe grace in vs , as 
his word, Sacraments godly compa- 
nie. &c, Let vs labour to blow vp 
the ficr of zeate and of godlineſſe 
which was languiſhing and decaying 
invs. - Manya onethat commeth ro 
a ſermon being weake; becommeth 

ſtronger 


| Works 5 So itkewtie1; wee Naue got | 
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frovgrh thereof forty dayes. Lax'vslo 
prohe and increaſe in knowledgeatid 
in other gtaccs ot the ſpirir, that 0- 
chers alſo may be able ro drinke of 
ourcup. Bur alacke, alacke, alter 
many yeares preaching the goſpell, 
chere are many that haue fat bodies, 
but leane ſoules. They are rich in 
eſtate,” but very poore in grace. 

That are ready to dye. 

Chriſtians mutt Jabour to recouer 
rhemſelucs being fallen , and to che- 
riſh the graces languilhing m them, 
for although they hane beecne truely 
called, cucn theſe feeble ones, and 
aithough wee grantthey may alſo get 
into heauen, yet ſurely1t will be with 
{them, asit was with thoſe that got 
with a broken and craſed'veſſc}l tothe 
! haven; bur before they come there, 
| they ſhall vndergoe much ſhame, diſ- 
| grace, ſorrow, and griefe: whereas 
the Barke that is ſtrong ſaylcth with 

C* tull 


es 


is 


ſtronger when he zoeth from it,'' As 
' Elras b:ing fed from God walkedin the s. 


| 
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I doe, or ſay, is, . thou. hopeſt. ro goe 


of faith and other graces? Oh this 


fult ſayle merrily into the hauen : 
and the ſtrong couragious Chriſtian 
attaingth to more  happineſſe with 
morceaſe. They can on their death 
beds ſpeake very cotortably to their 
friends about them, the orher ſort 
cannot doc ſo. The ſtrong and zea- 
lous Chrittian ſhall pertake of grea- 
ter glory then the other, Now then 
good languiſhing ſoule, that haſt pro- 
teſled the goſpell twenty yeares, yea 
torty, and yet theamoſt thou canlt | 


ro heauen. Fie for ſhame ot this hope, 
whart haſt thon yer no more ſtrengrh 


vilde world, that hath cate vp all., 
and makerh ſo many to negle& theſe 
belt chings. | | 

It followeth: For 7 haue not found 
thy warkes perfect before mee. 

Conſidering the words, they be as 
a reaſon to ſtrengthen the tormer ex- 
bortation., God looketh vpon thy 
| workes. Asfor our workes., if wee 
| | hand 
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haveno faithin vs, all that wee doe 
is abhominable \, and it the workes 
weedoe,' proceede from weake faith, 
they are but lame. } N ow the workes 
of this'-Church heere ſpoken 'vato , | 
were riot perte&; for they were but 
faint'in-trurh . God' ſaid , this is the 
Law,doe this and liue.Bur riow fecing 
weare caſed of this yoake of the Law, 
ſhall we doe as wee liſt? Indeede it the 
Children of God do their beſt endea- 
uour to pleaſe him,the Lord will ac- 
cept of their works & ſeruice,andwill 
pardon their imperfe&tions & infirmi 
ties.But'yer he cannot abidethatmen 
ſhould do ſuch imperfe& works,as to 
ſerue him by halfes as ſome do, which 
will perhaps pray at Church,and whe 
rhey are abroade, butnot at home. 
They will pray at night, bur not in the 
morning. 
Not perfett before God: 

If our works be not perfe&, what doe 
we heere? It God doth not accept of 
our works there is thenno comfort: If 
C2 he | 
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zerſe.;, 


| 


bedoth then there is c6fort, &.if wee 
ftriue in our hearts to obcy him, hee 
willaccepr both of y3,& of our works, 
But hee doth not accept of the ſeruice 
of luch men, as hcaring of the word 
of God,'as ſoone as they are gone| 
out of the Church, fallto prating of 
the world. ' Such mens workes how- 
ſvever they ſeeme to be 'before men 
yetare nor pertet betore God. 
" | Remember brat how thou haſt re- 
ceined and heard. | | 
Heere in this verle the Lord le- 
ſus doth' ſtill goe on to ſhew them 
thatarecold and drowlie Chriſtians 
how to recouer themſeiues, Firlt, be 
biddeth them remember bow and 
whatthey had heard and receiucd ; 
inferring thereby, they had meerely 
| forgorten the ſame, From whence] 
wee may obſcrue, that the forget- 
ting of that which Gods word hath 
taught vs, is oft ines a chiefe cauſe of 
our ſtaggering and going backward 
in religion and godlineſle, Examples 
whereof 


{ 
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whereot' wee hayc in Peter. who ha- 


hid waſhed or clenſed his heart 1nwame, 
£01 "The Propher | had; forgotren 
hiinſeſfe, tl! hehad'entred agarnc into 
the Sanctuaric' of the Lo7d. . Ver... 17. 
Many hearers are like riven diſhes , 


often; \chey doe hold' or receiieþur 


ving forgotren whir Chriſt had told|Math.26. 
him, did fa'l ro thar-fearefull' denying ppt .. 
of tim. © Ally Dauid , who'ſhtid', He 'r;, * 


| whith chougt ch: y heare niuch'and | 


trdle . And” whyidoe fo. many fall! 


back'to the'world, it beraue they 
neger-heard che* world npaidlt it? 
No burir jbe&aiRchey ha#forgot; 
rohn'thifriwhick they tad heard!” Be] 


nor fir Iaines ) forgerf4lt hrafers 


Hebrues fairh}® Take btede Taff” at 4-| 
ny umn the worth Wou'rawe beard, tes! 
L:0 flippe, 07 1wrnt'tnr,” Eucy as ' Ac) 
qu+uitz'put int64 tracker bottle, and 
isto be keprtill he be ficke, thepar. 
ty may dye'forv!Ithis, it che Aquaui- 
ez beran out atſich'-rimeas he hach 


pt 


*nyna S1 moſt 
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moſt neede of ir. The Apoſtle Payle 


} iz Th:(5.) or pretious lewell.Now that wee may 


14 . 
tald. chem over a great many times. 


| conlidervp on it. Qh,;ſaith one, it 
| prepay om | 
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wilheth vs. to try. all things, and keepe 
| that which 15 good, keepe it euer , as one 
| would doca peece ot liluer, or gold , 


the better keepe and. reraine that wee 
baue beard out of . Gods word, wee 
ought, fixſt ro delight. therein; - For 
that; which a-man delighterhin, hee 
will alwaies be talking, - and thiaking 
of it; as the Huntſman will betalking 
of his. ſporte and.. game, and.hee 
knowethall the turnesofthe Hare. | 
Theſecond meancs to keepe thar 
wee heare, is oftentimes to meditate 


thereor..., Why doe yee remember 


tales that yee haue beard when yee | 


| were children? Becauſe you have 


And why doe:many forget the Ser- 
mon they, heard. but. yeſterday 2 Ir 
is becauſe they did not meditate,nor 


| 


hauc arr euill memorie. 
Nay, friend ,. that: will. not goe for 
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[ payment z thisis bur co blame!'God| 


memoric. Thou hatt memory govd 
enough for chy worldly bulines etc, 
Zelides, many a one'doe rather de« 
ftroy and burr their memories. :by' 
calking. prefencly :0n: che world -atrer 
they haue heard che word, and4o on 
peg doth driue out another, 'Þhere 
13:nothing which wee : heare ar a ſer- 
 monhbutir may ſtand vs in ſteadat on 
time or other, cither:in adverſitie or 
in proſperitie ; and:one' fermon well 
kept doth you more: good , then ten 
t bat hane beene ill. and negligenrly 


heard; - 


is another duetie forthe drowſieand 
back-ſliding Chriſtians coperforme, 
even byrrepentance:to labourand re- 
.couer: themſclues 'trom their decay- 


himſelte: thathe:gauorhec no bercer; 


| Hold faſt, or recover thy ſalfe. Heere | 
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ing eſtate; whereby we may conlider 
' what: a)great dealcof worke many a 
man maketh for himſclfe by reaſon of 


bis ſiane. + For hawing 'raken liberty 
: .—” W ro 


| 


— 6ti:.- Parcicularly,. whata great dcale 
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to faltinto any grofle finne: as into 
| worldlineſſe, impatiencie, froward- 
| nefle, and-ſuch like, he muſt repent of 
1r.. - But by che prattiling ot: godli- 
neſlethere commerh no ſuch. worke F 
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| of worke did Dauid make tor 1s rwo ; 
| innes, Adulrery and Murcher.: And 
| folikewiſe Perer by denying bis mai- 
; ſter' and a man would nct hauethe 
lixe ſorrow, griefe and ſhamegf.r a 
kingdome. Bur of well doing, and 
 fajrbfull ſeruing ot che: L ord ;; there 
| 1snOthing but toy and thankehilneſle 
rhatdoth ariſe from the ſame..[f men 
| will rake liberty rochemlelucs x0 fin, 
{and ran out aker their lufts, it will 
'in the end colt them many teares, 
much ſhameand ſorrow, bur it it doch 
not make this worke in them, why | | 
then they haue -made worke for the 
diucil himſclfe tro torment them. 
Many a Blaſphemer and prophane 
wretch ſhalbe conftrayned in rhe end 
rocryout againſt themſclues,roxoare 


<— 
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and to reare their hayre, and would 
faine vomir vp their filchy {innes, as 
euer did [udas delire to be ridd of the 
thirty peeces of faluer which he had 
taken of the Prieſts to betray bis Maiſter, 
Hold faſt and ripent. 4-1 | 
Itisan excellent ching to holdfaft, 
and, to kecpe our {clues cloſe 'vnto 
God. Dauid prayed , ſaying; Ohfe 
mercifull unto thy ſeruant , that 1 may 
lixe and keepe thy word, It is the way 
to keepe our {cjues from much, ſor- 
row; aflitions,.and orher' grieuous 
trouble, ro keepe cloſe tothe Lord, 
and $a keepe. his word, otherwile# 


finde., it.,ro bee, bitrerneſle in the 
end. nels bo Of} 1240 
. Secondly, obſerue that itis an ex- 


| cellent, poynt' of wiſedome to take 
| beede by our former fallsand back-lli- 


dings «;; Put there are many, which 
for want of care and circumſpection 
ae very. ofren oucrtaken with one 


andthe. ſelfe ſame {inne:  And'why 
| Is 


wee: firaggle from him , wee, ſhall]. 


3 


| 
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et 4.16) |. ' Andvepent. 


Mar. 27 'fgr any? finne they hid committed; 
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is this ? becauſe they being recoue- 
red did not hold faſt,neirher had they 
any reſolute purpoſe quire toforfake 
| thar ſafe, got but' Gods 'Children 
| may-commirthe fame ſinnes againe 
which they had repented of: Yer 
ſutely- Having once {marted for it,we 
ſhould fearne ro be more here ener 
after to-awoide ir. |; + | 


This is an other cheife meatase] 
their' covering themſelues being 
falletr either aſleepe *6r decayed' in 
grace; thurthey ſhould repent: Te was 
'not{5 mach ſaid wo vitotheCorazin 


'as for that-rhey hauing the meares 
of conuerſion offered them, did-not 
repent: ': Sonow though ra 
heare'theword of God with lo: yer 
vatill the fame hath drawne themto 


hearing is 11 vaine;'vnlefſe [as before 
is ſaid ) men be thereby brougbtto 


#hy<doe | 


repentance, all is itt vaine.' Our Prea-| 
ching and abour isin'vaine,& theit| 


faith | 


faithand repentance, to become new 

creatures, and turned from/all eheir 
ſinnes. Bur happy arethey that haue 
profited ſo far by theword preached, 
and till wee haue repented wee haue 
as yet done nothing to further our ſal- 
uation. Dauid nadoubt aftercom- 
mitting of his two; great ſinnes.(;be- 
fore mentioned ) went to'-Chureh as 
hee did betors, and did ſacrifice, bur 
yet he.could bane noſound peace of 
conſcjence:till be; was:towled: vp. by 
Nathay the Rropbet, and ſobrought 

vnto true repentance. for, tho(s;;his 
great offences. - After-ſinnes be-com- 

mitted, nothing doth: make a mends, 

rill we be-penitent, and if grace bein 


vs, then ſhall we be forgives. 1 {1:1 


But if thow wilt not watch, 1 will come 
pon thee 45 a Theife;,and thin ſhalt not 
knaw what hower,1 will come upon thee. | 

Intheſe, words the Lord Teſus dorh 
annex athreatning or comination to 
the former exhortation-vato watch- 
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2 Sam, 


| fulnc3:- ſothat you heare he vrgeth 
x them 
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£0 be wacchtall ,-or elſe he- will come 
apon them lodenly;and rhat to'cheir 
colt. - 

Thisi 5-4 very neceſſary duty even 


| 
| 


ro be watchtuil over our wayes, and 
co'be-carctull- thar we be not over- 
come ctther by Sarhans remprarions, 
or the worlds-bgites, thereby! ro be 
diawhe cicher by aRion or ſpeach-to 
offend rhe maicttic of God.'And this 
watch-mult be lerand kept euenfrom 
morning vntill night, as well-when 
wee'are in-company,' as when 'wee 
arcalone,” euen'allthe day long,'and 


chen arnighe wee ſhould call'ro our | 
(clues ro know how' wee hate ſpent | 
cheday,and whathath beene'done a- | 


miſle therein by vs,! 4nd 'thefevpon 
wee ought.ro pinch our Hearts with 
grieie for thoſe finnes our conſcience 


_—_— 4 
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goth informe vs - of ,, and to cconfeſſe 

tothe Lord, and feeke reconetliation 

in Chriſt Teſus, and ſo to lye'downe 
ro out reſt in peace; 

The Lord Ielus: faith three: times, 

in 
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it. 
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in one-Chaprter, Watch. - Andi vnto' 
Peter, James, and John, match and pray 
leaſl yee fall ito temptation, And the 


F 
—_—__ 


| | 
Math. 24. | 
Math-26, 
41. 


Apolile Peter bids Vs be ſober and gatch..1:Pe.4.7, | 


fullin prayer. | 

Many docknow what itis topray, 
but few how to vyatch. Let vs be 
carefull ouer our particular a&ions ; 
and not onely in the grofle, bur 


to hauean eycalſotoourleſler (lippes 
and infirmities,, ' + | Mt 


Andalthough ſome will ſay, this is 
to impriſon men and t6 binde their 
hands as it were behinde them. No,it 
is not ſo irkeſome 1f we were once ac- 
quainted therewith: butirwould be 
an excellent mecanes to keepe andre- 
ſtrainc vs from committing of much 
ſinne, and ſo from falling intomuch 
ſorcow and greife. This 1s a peece of| 
good counſell which I would further 
commend vnto you, if time would 
haue ſerued. Ler-vs then know this, 
that if we keepe Gods watch ouer out 
hearts, we ſhall find much comfort 


— —— -- 
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| Twill come pon thee" as a theife o5c. 
This is an heauy rhreatning , to (ay, 
will come vpo thee ſodenly asa theife 
and vnexpeRed vpon 'fuch as be ſe- 
cureand carelefle , to take vengeance 
yponthem. This is torowſe them vp 
the more. We may conſider that the 
Lord hath many'voices: for ſometime 
he ſpeaketh to vs by his word, atother 
times by his Iudgements.In this Land 
many arc quite dead, and many are 
' drowſic-: he hathſpoken vnto vs ma- | 
| ny wayes,and he hath as many,or moe 
waics to. come. ypon vs with one 
Iudgementor other ,and all juſtly for 
our.ſinnes:T hcretorclet vs in time re-} 
| pentand be watchful ; leaſt the Lord 
come ſhortly as a theife vpon vs, and 
take away our peace, yea, take. away 
likewiſethis: Candelſticke, that is, the 
miniftrie & preaching of the Goſpell. 
And indeedeall this and more wee 
may feare may befall, and thar creit 
belong, for we -haue ſeene him com- | 
ming vpon vs in eueric yeare of late 


by | 
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thathercafter we may: iultly, fearc he 


comes bur to doe. hurt, And,as this 


general, ſotoour ſelues, itis;to be ta- 
ken in perticular, God, may come yp- 


ſinnes and in our ſecuritie: The, drow- 
fie Chriſtian God will awake him by 
his corrections, and caſt ſorrow and 
ſhame vpon him Let cuery one then 


warcs,and (wept away with the com- 
mon Tudgement which the Lord may 
ſend vpon this land for the Common 


by ſinaller puniſhments, and of thoſe; | 
wee haue madelittle vie hithests, ſos 


wil come vponvsasa theife,thax is.ſo--| 
deply and we. know a theife newer ;| 


maybefall our kingdome and-ftatein; 


on vs {odainely., and take .vs.in qur- 


and gcnerall finnes of the ſame. 
et thomhifta few names in Sardie, 


Hitherto of the firſt part'of the matter 
or ſubſtance of this Epiſtle ; where- 
in he hath ſpoken to the worſer ſort of 
Chriſtians;there firſt, rebuking them, 


which haue not defiled their garments(+c. \* 


a PF” . D4 


Secondly 
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them in the ſecondand third verſes. 
Now he ſpeakes to them of the bet- 
ter ſort in Sardis, cuen to ſuch as were 
neither dead nor drowlie as the for- 
mer,and thoſe he doth firſt commend 
fortheirintegritie. Secondly, he doth 
promiſe them moſt excellent things, 
whereof the firſt is, Thar they walke 
with him in white, that is, partake with 
him in ioy & happineſſe. The ſecond, 
for they are werthy. that is,in the righ- 
teouſneſſe of Chriſt and not in their 
merits. Thou haſt « few names.In theſe 
words obſerue, that howſocuer the 
greateſt number of theſe profeſſours 
were verie droyvſic and dead hearted, 
yetthey had ſome godly and zealous 
Chriſtians among them, vvhich might 
haue beene as lights vntothe reſt. And 


the vvorld, ſuch tpat the vvorld may 
take example by them, or elſe be con- 
demned by them, and left vvithour 


ſecondly, exhorting and threatning | 


{o he vvill haue ſome cuer to ſhinein | 


excuſe.Examples vve haue hereof, firſt | 


| 


| 


in 


bk I 
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inthe old world ther was a righteous 
Noah.In Sodome, there was a godly Lot: 
In .4ch2bstime \ though Elias ; thous he 
he was left alone , yet the Lord {aid 

be had ſeauen thou'and thar did nor | 
follow Ball, bur worihipped him. So 

no doubt the Lord hath ſome among | 
vs that doe hold their owne,and ſuch ! 

[t we be luch, happy are we ; and ſuch 

as be godly & zcalous chriſtians. doth! 

the Lord accept. Even as one chat, 
hath a great harveſt,and hath but few | 

ro helpe him in wi th it, yet working | | 
chearctully,they be very welcome to. 
the owaer of the field, ſo much the ra 
ther, becauſe they be bur fewe. So 
doth the Lord well cfteeme of his 
cheareful ſ-rruants,though their name 
be but fewe. Againe,let other chriſti- 
ans,it they ſee ſuch as be forward, zea- 
lous & godly learne toimitate rhem, 


whether they be Preachers or other 
; profeſlors. [frhey doe not endeavour 
| to follow them. then ſhall thoſe fewe 
| Herue one day to'condemne them , as 
= Noth 
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| Noah did the old world. But we ſee 
[rhe world doth laugh, and deride at 
ſuch as be zealous forward chriſtians, 
as they goe by their doores to heare 
ſermos,orelfe,for thatthey have pray- 
er in their houſes , arcleaſt accounted 


mockers knowe , that thoſe others 
whom they deſpiſe, {hall one day be 
brought forth to condemne them. 


i 
Þ 


tude commonly follow the worfi 
courſe. For when there was a voice to 
x0d.zz, be given,whither the golden Calfe ſhould 
be eretted, yea or no; the,multirude con 

| ſented toit.So when there was a que 
{iion propounded, whether the Lord 1e= 
| (Va627-21 (ys or Barrabas the theife ſhould belet 
|... , £9 from death, the maltitude gaue 
* **" their voyce to /et goe Barrabas. Iſrael 
| was but a hanafull of peopl: inreſpett of 
| other Nations, yet but a few of that 
\ | handfull were feed . Thoughl[(raell 
| g y.10.2 were as the ſandin the ſea,yct there ſhould 
| be 


| 


— 


and moſt in contempt. But let thole|* 


Secondly,obſerue that Gods number | 
' is but few and ſmall, and the multi- | 


©} 
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| be but aremnant ſaved. God hath but: 
| a few names, even in the world now | 
| ar this time, for the greatelt part ther- 
ot conliſts of 1dolators,Ge-tiles,T, urks, 
and ewes , andas for the Papiſts they | 
be juſtly excluded for their 1dolatry 
and ſuperſtition. And then amonglt | 
thoſe which be called chriltians, rhey ' 
be but a tew of them that be alae, 
that is, are ſanRihed. Zuke 12.and be- 
leeuing perſons . Chrait bis flacke is | 
bur (mall, as he ſaith in the ſaid chap- | _ 
ter verſe 3 2. feare no! little flocke. Moſt 3%" 
of thoſe which be even chrittians in | 
name doe goe the broad way which lea- | 
death to deſtrudion . Many finde the | 
broad gate that leadeth to helt. Now aar.7.13: 
it hou bceſt one of rhofe that haue | 
tound the narrow way,and artpaſſing \.c.q 
{ Lhrough the ſtrazght gate that leadeth to, | 
heaven and happines, how then, wha + uf 
| chankefulnes doit rhou owe vnto th | 
|Lord ? Butif thqu. beeit as yetnot 
truely called and converted, oh how 
greatly (hould(trhon defircro tarayne | 
D 2 vnro | 
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varo i it? The number of them that 
| {hall be ſaucd is bur ſmall in reſpect ot 
'the other . For Chcilt 15as it were di- 
viding bis owne auditors into fuure L, 
partes, reſembling t.is heires to toure | 
| kindes ot grounces, he faith, there 1s 
bur one ſort thar brings torth ſruite 
to their owne tomtort .. 7. gane , he 
\{aich , how haraly ſha:. a rich man be ſa- 
[1 ed, Let vs pray chat we may be of 
' thoſe ſmail number thar [lalbe ſaved. 
'Yet it we looke vpon the courſe of 
'ti-e woild, and conſider what !ittle | 
'paynes moit men rake to attayne vn- l 
t lalvation,a man may thinke by the| {| 
the-way were very calie & ready,but | 
theworld is bc1ein decciued. Labour 
to be 1n the number of rh ole tew that 
{hall-be ſaved. Bur if you ſhall cell 
ſome of thei, faulrs, they will anſwer, 
they doe no otherwiſe then their| 
, neighbours doe. Oh, bur it thou wilt 
| g0C to heaven, thou mult doe as the f 


feweſt and the ſmalleſt number doe, 
cvcn as thoſe fewe doc, ſo much deſ- 
piſed. 


—”—WW ———E—— = ———  ———— -——  ——— 


I, 


—_ —— 


of 4 true Chriſtian, s 


— 


piled. Ir chou beet a Mgiuttrace, thou! 
muit not ſo ex2cuce chy calling as | 
molt doe, bur as the fewett do thac be. 
[godly and taithtull indeed. So Mint. 
{ters that will be ſaved, nuit not do2 | 
as the moit doc in that tuntion, ; 
waole courſes are very lamentable tor | 
the molt part,cither nor teeding their | 
flockesarall, or neglizencly; or very | 
{canJolous in their liuzs, No, thou | 
muſt boe as the teweſt Miniſters doe, | 
even as thoſe that are conſcionable | 
doe, andare painetull, and ofa godly | 
converſarion, rhe liketo fathers ot ra- 
milies, and co other particular chri-| 
ſtians. | 
Chriſt ſaith , that in Sardis there | 
were but a fewe names th it ſhould walke | 
/n white , yethis partake with him in | 
elory, as they had done in holinelle. 
This might make many mens haircs 
ro ſtand vpright on their heads ; con- 
1dering Chriſts number euen among ! 


ſuch as beecalled Chriſtians , is fewe. | 


| Yet I would to God that you whick! 
IF 2 hear2 | 
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— —— —— 


— —  — 


—— — —  Y&v 


— 


TY 


*aSi 


The glory and happines 


hearc me this day might be ſaucd. As 
tor thoſe tew names, or perſons that 
be godly and zealous,the world doth 
account of them as a company of 
tooles,and ſay, that they be bur a tew 
Puritans. Now herein they doe grace 
them very much to ſay rhey bee bur 


Gods children be but ſmall. Well ſce- 
ing the way co heauen is'ſo ſtraight, 
and the enemies of our ſoules bee ſo 
ſtrong and mighty,as namely Sath2n, 
the world, and ourowne fleſh: itis a 
wonder that any are ſaued, and it is to 
be attributed ro Gods exceeding mer.- 
cy that any ofvs eſcape and get to hea- 
uen, hauing ſo many lers and hinde- 
rances. Bur yet if aman did looke 
from the Chancelrothe Belfree,there 
i5not one bur thinketh he ſhall be ſa- 
ved :but yet Itell thee, there mult be 
a ſtriuing, ifcncrthou beeſt ſaued : & 
lazie & drowſie Chriſtians ſhal hard- 

ly be ſaued. Men muſt take paines to 


heare Gods word, and yer their parti- 
cular 


few : for (o indeede the number of 


| 


| SAI 


m— wo Ot O } 


bd —_ TT 1 


_— 


_— 


Of « true Chriſtian. 


cular callings in the would mutt not 
bee ncgleed, ſothat the one neede-; 
tullrhing be principally tollowed. | 

Thirdly,obſcrue trom theſe words, | 


(but a few names) that God taketh par- |. 


ticular nute of the godly and zealous 
Chriſtians by name, and one of them 
bee betrcr then an hundred drowſie 
Chriſtians. Hee knoweth | them by 


nme, as he did Ngah and Lot. Before [Exec.9.4 


the deſtroy'y went, the Lordcauſed them 
all to bre marked on the forehead in leru- 
lalem that mourned PA the In:quirte of 
the time. Now good. peop'e labour 
ro bee vpright in heart: and though 
chou be neuer ſo poore,yet if thou art | 
godly, the Lord ſurely hath a ſpeciall 
care of thee, and hee will in the ende 
rake thee vnto himſelfe : therefore 
comfort thy ſelfe in this,that God and 
his holy Angels doe loue and reſpect 
thee. 


What though the world and the 
prophane ſort hate thee , ſcoffe and 
deride thee,thou needeſt not care for 


— 
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it. If a man beeloued and gratiouſly 
| reſpeted of the King and Nobles of 
| the Court: what necde he care tor the 
skullery in the ki:chin, thongh they 
mocke and hate him ? Enen ſo thou 
mayeſt account and eſtecme of rheſe 
| vagodly mockers of Gods children : 
though they weare a veluer coate,yet 
they are bur as the skullians, and in 
baſe account betore God. 

That hauc kept their garments from defi 
ling 5c. Inthis the Lord commen- 
deth theſe few godlieoncs in.Sardss , 
namely, tor that they had nor cefiled 
their garments, which indecdc's a bor- 
rowed | ſeek, For heere 1s mcant that 
| cither they had not ſpotted therr 
| foules with contagious finnes. orel{c 
ſtayned and blotted their proſeihon 
of the Goſpell by an vngodly conucr- 
ſation, and of this thing alſo we 0ught 
to bevery wary and carefull ro beme- 
ring, or polluting of our garments. 
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We know,we arc to blame yong chil- 
| dren, it they octile their new clothes. 
[ et 
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Let not vs then which profeſle 
the Goſpell, and thereby to be the 
children of God:letvs not 1 ſay,ſtaine 
and blot our holy proteliion by a wic- 
ked conuerſation, Butalack, alack, 
thcre be many who though they haue 
ſome goodnefle in them, and haue re- 
ceiued ſome graces from God, | yet 
now and then dehile their garmen t: 
few walke as Zacharze did, juſtly, with- 
out reproote. Many heereby giue 
occaſion to the profane to ſpeake euill 
of the proteſſion 1of the goſpell. Bur 
let vs conſider this, God hath giuem 
vs ncw garments which wee ſhould 
nor defile. Ifa man had the Kings 
liucry, he would keepeit well and 
cleane,if it were but for the Kings ſake 
that gaue it ynto him, Ir cannot be 
denied, but that a true chriſtian his 


E 


thatis be ſoyled with ſome infirmity, 
butletvs take heede thatour garmets 
be not defiled, that is, our profeſſion 
| ſtained with grofle ſinnes, as Pride, 


garments may ( as it were) catch lint, | 


em cnt 
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- [Worldlinefſe, Impudencie, and ſuch 
like. Itisa comely thing as can be 
ſeene on Gods earth, to ſeea Chriſtian 
walke anſwerably to his calling. 1 
graunt that many haue flanderous re- 
ports raiſed againſt them, but yet let 
vs be carefull to giue no iuſt offence,or 
occalion to the wicked to reproach 
our profeſſion; and toſay, loeſucha 
one forail his profeſſion,he is as much 
ciuen to the world as others, or brin- 
geth vp his children as proudly as 0- 
thers. ; 

And they ſhall walke with hins in 
white, for they are worthy, 

Hecre now he commeth to make an 
excellent promiſe to fincere and good 
Chriſtians, whom before he had com- 
mended, which is this, 1hat they ſhall 
walke with hins, that is, line with Chriſt 
Ieſus in ioy and happineſſe heereafter, 
which is to be vnderſtoode by this 
borrowed ſpeech of walking with him 
in white: a fit promiſe to thoſe which 
[in their life time had care to keepe 
their 


| | heauen,that is, eternall glory, holines, 
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their garments from defiling, Such 
as walke after Chriſt in holineſſe, ſhall 
walke with him in glory and happi- 
nefſe. This is an excellent promiſe 
to them which hold out totheend, 
and an argument to encourage vs vn- 
to this cheareft ull keeping our gar- 
ments cleane in this life, though it be 
ſomewhat painefull and troubleſome. 
Who will not be content to indure 
ſome croſles & take ſome paines heere 
to liue godly * Seeing rk may be 
aſſured they ſhall one day raigne with 
Chriſt in glory. Let not all the pro- 
fits of the world , or fleſh, ordiuell , 
make vs looſe our white garments in 


& happinefle with Teſus Chriſt ,there 
wee ſhall be paid for all our paines. 
As for thoſe which are vngodly, 


they ſhallnot v valke in white, but inf 


blacke, yea, they ſhall goe to the black- 
neſle ofdarkneſſe, for that they lined 
heere to commit the workes of darke- 


OOO > Son a> 


neſle: they ſhall partake of the —_— 
c 
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in the lake of vtter darkenefle, where 
ſhallbe weeping for cuer ; where as 
they on the other ſide are bleſſed, 
that hauing cleane garmets doe make 
conlcience to keepe then cieane ſtill, 
ſuch ſhall be ſure that their labour ſhall 
not be in vaine in the Lord, But let 
notlazic Chriſtians thinke to haue the 
like portion of etcrnall ioy and happi- 
neſle, as the other ſort that be zcalous 
Chriſtiansas , before ſaid. And as for 
ſuch as are wholly giuen to walke at- 


ter their luſts, they ſhall not walke | 
with Chriſt in white, but with the di- 
uell in darkenefle and torment. : | 
For they are worthy . T his worthi-| 

with the righteouſnes of Chriſt Ieſus. | 
| Butas for the Papiſts, heere is nothing | 
that will make for their meriting by 
workes, forno workes can merit, vn- 
lefle, firſt they be our owne, ſecondly, 
they muſt be perfc& in them(clues. 
Indeede the wicked they ſhall bauc 
rorments giuen them, /o 5/zy are wo 
IN), 


neſſe is in regard that they are cloathed | 


Of a true Chriſtian. 


thy, becauſe their workes arc perfet- 
ly wicked. As for the godly their 
worthines is onely in regard of Chriſt 
his righteouſnefle . 1 here be many 
poorcafflicted Chriſtiis which thinke 
they be not worthy to walke vpon the 
ground, yet indecde they arc worthy 
of greater things , becauſe they are 
ioyned vnto Chriſt, and accepted in, | - 
and for him. As forthe tormer uw! 
ſorts of dead ones, they are worthy of 

| all paines and plagues : yer there is a 
way for them allo to bee treed trom 
rhar their cltate,and to become parta- 
kers of mcrcy:tor it either thou arr ig-| 
norant,or a liver ſtil in ſome groſle (in, 
ora worldling, or but a mcere ciuill 
perſon,or an Hyppocrite,canſt yet be. 
waile thy ſinnes,loath them,and craue; 
pardon for chem in Chritt, & by faith} 
apprehend his righteouſneſle, then, 
rhou mateſt bee ſaucd. Bur it the ctuill, 
man,or any other Nand vpon his own 
righreouſneſſe,then wilt thou be con- 


founded : tor ſuch can no more ſtand 
be- 


* - - 
— _— 
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£4 i before the flaming fire, Oh, tha 
F-| many men had grace to fee int 
their vildeneſſe, and how wretched 
they are it they be not cloathed wic 
Chritts righteouſneſle, 
Firſt obſerue, if Gods children be 
-. [counted worthy of heauen;what the 
þ ſhall become of this vilde world ? tha 
dc tuſtle Gods children vp in corners 


eGl. 15.;.\them? A good man loueth them that 
| feare the Lord , but in the wicked ,vilde 
& |per(ens aremoſt regarded, and the godly 
d:ſpiſed. Such men are of Caize his 
[0248- | minde that mocked his father. Gen. 9. 
» Sam. 6.) 22. Or of Michol her minde thar ſcof- 
| [20, | fed ber husband Dauid for his zeale. Oh 
ſay ſome, thele hypocriticall Puri 
tansare worſe then thePapiſts.Indeed| 
this great and common {inneof this 
land ſeemeth notas yet to bee reuen. 
ged, but no doubt it wilbe ere it bee 
long with ſome vniuerſall indgement: 
for now cuen the baſeſt ſeruant , and 


or againſt che wals, and hate & ſcorne 


mind thathated his brother, or of Chams| 


vildeſt| 
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vildeſt Rufhan-can mocke and ſcoffe | 
at thoſe that are proteſlors and zea- 
lous Chriſtians. But ſuch doe carry e- 
uen the marke of the malignant 
Chutch, I would neuer wiſh a worſer 
figne of awicked man, then to beea 
mocker ot profeſſors and of Goos 


— Apoſtle /ohn ſaith, Hee 
that louet that doeth beget , loueth 
themalſo that are begotten of him. T ake, 
heede of croſſing the Lord in moc- 
king thoſe vpon whom he beſtowerh 


x Toh. g.1. 


his owne image. For if they ſhall tee 
curſed that did not feede and cloath ſuch 
as beleewedin Chriſt,what ſhall become 
of thoſe which mocke and perſecute 


Mar. 2 5.41, 
42.N43, 


chem ? T hey ſball in the day of iudg- 
ment ſtand quaking & knocking their 
| knees together like Belthazar. Oh nay 
more, they ſhall deſire thar the hilles 
might falland couerthem; and hide 


Theſe men doe take a very heauy 
pecce of worke in hand', that doe fo 
deridethe godly. Saul, Saul,why docft 


thou 


Dan 5.6' | 


them from the preſence of the judge. 


Atts.9.4. 
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| thou perſecuteme ? I never knew but 
that without ſpeedy repentance the 
wdgements of God did take hold on 
ſuch perſons cuen in this lite, if nor, 
then after this lite they thal haue cheir 
reward, : 

Well then, let vs make ſome repeti- 
tion of that which hathgbecne {po- 
ken, Yee hauec heard rce {ortts 
of Chriſtians.; whereot one ſort arc 
ſtarke dead, ' as the ignorant perſon, 
one liuing and louing any one {inne, 
worldling, ciui!l perſon, Hyppocrite: | 
theſcare to delirethe Lord that they 
may come out of their graues, 
| he ſecond ſort were renewed, bur 
| yet lazie Chriltians: let theſe conſider 
| how God hath and doeth oftentimes 
crolſe them,to makethem leaue their 
worldlineſſe ,coldnefle, and ſecuritic. 
Astorthe world tct them leauc it in 
affetion , and let thoſe ftudie and 
looke vholly after tt, which haue and 
can looke forno other portion bur in 
this world, And Iam afraideif (ick- 


neſle| 


p— — 
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neſſe or death {houid ſuddenly take 
theſe drowſie chriſtians; it would take | 
them cuen as athicte vnlooked for: | 
whereas the godly zealous Chriſtian | 
thar bath his loynesgirtvp , iandis' 
waiting for bis maiſters comming,and. 
watchtull like the wiſe Virgins, he bath Mat *5-4 | 
bur one dates fins to reckon for. When | 
death comes hecan bid him welcome, | 
and ſay, | looked tor you before this 
day : He is not toſeckefor his oyleto' 
| put in his lampe, at that time as were 
the foolithvirgins ſpoken of in che pa- | 
rable. Now for the third fort of Chri- | 
ſtians which indeed be aliue,and have | 
kept their garmentscleane and vnde-| 
hled : ro them wee ſay , let them | 
' that are righteous , bce righteous | 
ſtill, ſuch (hall walke with the Lord | 
leſus hereafter in white, thar is, in | 
perfe& glory and felicitic : whereas 
the vngodly ſhall walke with the di-| 
uell in blacke rorments. God grant] | 
we may with Mary chooſe the better | 
part, which (hall neuer-be taken away | 


trom vs. 
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